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being decides the kind of mine that is to pay the tax, and
the rate of the tax, and acts according to his opinion, pro-
vided he is a muftahid. But if the previous imams have
already expressed an opinion on these two points and acted
according to that opinion, then the ruler for the time being
follows their opinion only as regards the kinds of mines
he is to tax.

If frontier cities situated on the border of the enemy's
land (dar al-harb) have treaties with the Moslem state
whereby their goods are subject to a tax when they enter
the Moslem territory, these treaties are recorded in the
registers, and the amount of the tax rate, whether one-
tenth, or one-fifth, or more or less, is indicated. Further-
more, if the rates are to differ with the nature of the goods,
that fact is also mentioned. As regards the taxes levied on
goods carried within Moslem territory from one place to
another, the levy of a tax on such goods is prohibited by
the sharfah and no muftahid has ever allowed such a policy.
Besides, it is only in accordance with a policy of justice, and
the dictates of humanity. Such taxes are rarely levied,
except in tyrannical cities. It is related that the Prophet
said: " The worst of men are the toll collectors ('ash-sha-
ruri) who destroy ".

When the governors (wali} change the laws of the
cities and the tax rates, the change is lawful, if the governors
are of the class of mujtahids and the change made by them
is one that is approved by the sharl'ah', and the tax is
collected on the basis of it. In such case, when a statement
of the account is prepared from the registers, it is allowable
if only the new rate is taken into account, although it is
better that both rates should be mentioned, because it is
possible that the reasons which justified the change have
meanwhile ceased to exist; in such case the tax would
have to be paid according to the old rate. If, however, the